
Multiple Stimulus Without Replacement (MSWO) Preference

Assessment Session Description

Introduction:

The Multiple Stimulus Without Replacement (MSWO) Preference Assessment is a systematic

approach to identify preferred items or activities for individuals with developmental or

intellectual disabilities. This assessment helps caregivers, educators, and behavior analysts

understand the preferences of individuals, which is crucial for developing effective

reinforcement strategies within Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) therapy.

Purpose:

The primary purpose of the MSWO Preference Assessment is to identify high-preference items

or activities that can be used as potent reinforcers during ABA therapy sessions. By offering a

variety of choices to the individual, this assessment allows for a more accurate determination of

true preferences, promoting individualized and motivating interventions.

Materials Needed:

Assessment Form: A data collection form that includes the list of items or activities to be

presented.

Preferred Items or Activities: A variety of items or activities that are potentially reinforcing to

the individual.



Space: A quiet and comfortable space free from distractions.

Steps in Conducting an MSWO Preference Assessment:

1. Preparation:

Assemble the preferred items or activities that will be presented during the assessment.

Ensure that the assessment environment is calm and devoid of potential distractions.

2. Introduction to Choices:

Introduce the individual to the assessment process, explaining that they will be presented with a

series of choices.

3. Presentation of Choices:

Randomly select a subset of preferred items or activities to present simultaneously.

Present the items or activities without replacement, meaning that once an item is selected, it is

not reintroduced in subsequent choices.

4. Observation and Recording:

Observe the individual's response to each presented choice.

Record the item or activity chosen by the individual for each trial.

5. Repeat the Process:



Repeat the presentation of choices for a predetermined number of trials to ensure a

comprehensive assessment.

6. Data Analysis:

Analyze the collected data to identify the most preferred items or activities based on the

frequency of selection.

Considerations for MSWO Preference Assessment:

1. Individual Differences:

Recognize that preferences may vary widely among individuals. Tailor the assessment to the

specific likes and dislikes of each person.

2. Rotation of Items:

Ensure that the items presented are rotated systematically to prevent bias and fatigue effects.

3. Consistency in Presentation:

Maintain consistency in the presentation format and timing between trials to enhance the

reliability of results.

4. Use of Clear Communication:

Use clear and concise language to explain the choices to the individual, promoting understanding

and engagement in the assessment.

5. Benefits of MSWO Preference Assessment:

Individualized Reinforcement: Identifying high-preference items allows for the creation of

individualized reinforcement plans, making ABA therapy more effective.



Increased Motivation: Using preferred items as reinforcers can increase motivation and

engagement in therapy sessions.

Enhanced Behavior Change: Tailoring interventions to individual preferences enhances the

effectiveness of behavior change programs.

Conclusion:

The Multiple Stimulus Without Replacement (MSWO) Preference Assessment is a valuable tool

in understanding the preferences of individuals with developmental or intellectual disabilities. By

systematically presenting choices and observing responses, caregivers and behavior analysts can

identify the most motivating and reinforcing items or activities, ultimately contributing to the

success of individualized ABA therapy interventions.


